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The preſent []ndertaking of the 
Gentlemenat YORK, Nov. 88, 
taken into (C onſideration, where- 
in 1s ſhewed that it 1s neither a- 


ainſt pore, nor moral hone- 
ity, to defend their juſt and legal 


Rights againſt the illegal and un- 
Juſt invaders cf them, by 'way of 
Objection and Anſwer, 


Firſt. That it is not againſt Scripture is ſbewed, 
Oby. 1. 2, 3. 

2. That it is not inconſiſtent with the Frame of 
the Government in General. Ob). 4. 

3- Not againſt the Law, but the Law-breakers. 
Ob. s. 

4. Not Rebellion, Ob. 6. 

5. No uſnrpation of the power of the Sword. 


þÞp 7. 
6. No anlewfal AT in a moral Senſe. Ob). $. 
7. Not againſt true Allegiance, Oby. g. 
8. Not againſt the Declaration in a Legal ſenſe. 
Oby. 10. 
9. Not againſt Political power, but Force with- 
out political power, Oby. 1 1. t 0. Not 


———MK@. ww. 


17s, 
10. Not ageinft any Royal Prerogative in gene- 
rel. Ob). 1 2. 
11. Not againſt the Supremacy. Ob) 1 3, 
12. Not Criminal diſobedience Ob). 1 4. 
13. Not incommodions or unſafe for the publick 
_ 4n reſpe( of the preſent and approaching evils 
_ in removes. Ob). 15. 16. 
14. No diſparagement to the Frame of the Go- 
vernment that cannot otherwiſe decide at ob- 
- flinate difference between King and people. 
Oby. 17. 
Laſtly, The Conclufior, ſbewing that Non-refift- 
ance of illegal force, does in effet make all 
Monarchs Arbitr ary, and the Shes, 
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The Thought of a Private Perſow, &c. 


229 that is Senfeive, Rational , and 
2 which I rake to be the diltinti 


; 


_ 
Z 


their own ſafery ) as the chief conlidery 

_ ——  — to live ac- 

cording toche word of God, Exernal 

_——— 
arran are is NOX 

oy ghe on. apr gl cory oder gend yp hilelt wo 

ruine unles ir be for the publick Good, and the publick aze 

hee wapaibeheniibeet wa Baggary and ſhvey, unlels it be 

for che 
and 
the Law of Na- 
{upericde ut 
caſonable ro do (o. 


ing therefore can juſtific a Private Inj 

lick Good, and nothing can hindee the Publick 
being carried on but Sin, For theſe Laws 
ive but ſupportive of one another, and all 
Man. When a man cannot defend himdelf,by 


(2) 
and Meaſures of the publick,(asin caſe of ſuddain Aſaults)be 
the Peace and imite his Ad- 


y Faith or dye, 1 
hero mea 


1 


FELT 
Tr 


againſt rhe 
renfive 
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2. 


made,and conſented to on borh fides 
the publick - Otherwiſe it would be unlawtul wo 
inaſtice, and conſequently a T hict or a Robber. 

Objettion 1. Bur you will ſay in all Governments there are 
Superiours and Inferiours, and God has made Obedience 4 part 
of Religion, and conJequently conducive to 4 higher end than the 
PublickGood, and therefore if the Gevernours break the Lows, 
and introduce a Pubbck Emil, for a Private imereff, they muft not 
be reſted apes pain of Damnation. 

| is were a good Plea,” if it were true , bur 
Patron of Injuſtice ; and chenchore he grresno 
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(3) 
Prince or Potentate more FF 2.08 over the People, than 
the Tables of the Governmene expreſs.and of thele there are 
diveric Thoſe that are Govern'd by the will of their 
Prince, word is a Law, it he command their Perſons 
for Slaves, or their Eſtates to ſerve his Ambition, they muſt 

: and God requires it of chem, becaulc it is the Princes 
R:'ght. Arb.crarv Princes have a Political power to treat a 
Subjet cruelly and inhumanely, their immorality is an of-. 
tence againſt God not injuſtice ro the Subjz4 w'1o had given 
himſclt up to be uſed at their dilcrerion Bur thoſe that are 
to rule by Laws made for the Publick Good, and fuchas ren- 
on the From —_ _ any 5 the:r Ros 

gon operry , it theſe Princes contrary to 
Lew imprilon their Perſons, or (cize their Eſlates, t 0 it 
unjuſtly, without Gods warrant, or any Political Auchority, 
and may be Reſiſted. or elſe we mighe not reſiſt the Devil, 
ſhould Anton into the Court in a Jcluirs habir,and Haman- 
like, geta Commitſhon to cur all our Throats. 

[fl be called to ſuffer for my Religion or the Faith of 
Chriſt, I am bound to ſufter upon a mighty reaſonable ac- 
count, for fuſt it is the beſt way ro overcome, my Faich can 
Triumph fo by noocther Viftory asby Death,for char is a Vi- 
Qory never to be loſt again. '2. Though I cye, th: Tyrant 
hath not his end, bur is by that means utterly defeated of ir. 
And }. I ſhall be an infinite gainer by ir, tor I ſhall have an 
infinite reward for what I and what Ilaſe. Bur there 
is a vaſt difference, berween ſuffering for the Faith of Chriſt, 
and forthe frame of a political Government,tor if I may nct 
Reſiſt Iam overcome. 2 If | am overcome, the Tyrant gers 
his end,namely an Arbitrary power, and 3. he has promilt 
no reward for ſuch Voluntary entring into Bondage, or 
owning an uſurped Authoriry. The Church and the trame 
of the State ſtand upon two ſeveral Bortrorms, God has pro- 
miſed to ſupport the Church, and there nee 'sno Arm of fiefh 
to defend it , under the worſt of Governinents Bur the 
Frame of cverv Government is a humane SeruQture , and 
though G-d does impower and authorize evers Govern- 
ment, yet he has left the Choice of the ſeveral kinds, tothe 

parties, and has promiſt jo bleſs chem in the juſt adminiſtra- 
tion of their ſeveral choices, but no where has he promilſ? to 


ſup- 


s King nor 
edges chan the Frame it felfexpref- 


and preſumprively wileſt and every 
RE Inn x1 ience,if they 
have made an ill Bargainthey muſt ſtand to it, and if rhey 
have made a good one they may ſtand for it. If therefore 
any Governour challenge more «& the SubxeR than is in che 
Sbmithon, That SubjeRts may by the Laws of God and Man 
deny to yield it. And ifthe Prince deny to give the Subject 
as much as is in the Grant, the Subjeft may challenge his 
Right, and it by Force or Fraud, contrary to the Frame of 
the Government , the Governour will force the Governed 
from his Right, the Obligation of ſubj<tion ceaſes fo far, & 
he may defend himſelf from the oppreſſion and injuſtice as 
well as he can. 

Obj. 2. Bur he mu defend himſelf 'n Gods way, bis defence 
mf be without Sin. And that is either by Prayers to God, or 
OE to = rome, y by Mffering, for - Scriprere % 
all power are 4 r power 
the O: dinance of God. mow 2. And St. Peter gives Chrt- 
flians in Charge, that they ſubmit ro every of 
Man for the 5 lake. 

Anſw. All Powers indeed arc of God, that is every Go- 
vernment hagGodswarrant to proceed according to the tramne 
of the Government, to the End of the Covernment, which 
is the publick Good. The Power is of God, bur the Keftraine 
of the Poxer is in the Frame of the Government , and the 
fram* is an humane Ordinance or Serufture, as the Apoſtle 
elegantly Fxpreiles it, er$evirs arleu, hetherefore thar re- 
fiſterh the Government, proceedeth according 10 rhe frame 
of the Government. reſiſterh the Ordinance of God. Bur if 
the Govcrnour procced neicher according to che _ rhe 

'ern- 


perrerually di with ſerving two 
would make the Government God's and the Devil's, and as 


no leſs than to pur a Blaijj Jugle the Ordi- 
nance of God : which is always ſumple, at one with ir 
ſelf. Theſc therefore cannot tye us to obey the 


ws tO the Government ; and that this is all 
Mo ing is cvidene by the nc 


yernour, but whoſoever refiſteth the Power ( and that po- 
wer is neither more nor leſs than the Frame of the Govern- 
__——_—_—_ the Ordinance of God, and to this 
Reſiſtance the Penalty is annexed. 

But it docs not follow, Becauſe I may not reſiſt the Or- 
dinance of God, that 1 may nor refiſt the Powerlefs and 
authoritative anjuſt Amtemps of Superiors upon me , for 
then a Souldier might not refiſt his Captain that would rob 
him, nor a Married Man-ſcrvant his Maſter that would 
force his Wite. 

This I think evidences, That to reſiſt a Superiour and his 
evil Inſtruments and Accomplices, while they At contre- 
ry to the frame of the Government, is not to reſiſt the Po- 
wer of God,or the Ordinance of God, bur to keep off thoſe 
who uſurp upon the power of God,and the Frameof the Go- 
rernment,& the jult rights of others.For I would fain know 
& t sof Non-reſfiſtance, whether the Ad that con- 
tains the Teſt, have the ſtamp of GodsAuthority upon it cr 
no, if it have not, the power of the King and Parliment is no 

of God,lt ir have,then corchilt; chat is ro refilt the Or- 
dinance of Gol : And thoſe Commithons that arc contrary 
tw it, have no power from Go : If the affirmative be trve 
negative is of no force. And therctore to refift (ic! 
Commutſions, is not to _ the Ordinance of God, unles 
God's 


( 6 

Stun tection. and that would render 
God guilty of double dealing as well as the Jeluies. Which 
being urrerly impoſſible, it muſt n—_—_—.. 


ſting ſuch wy yur y rg ng by them, 
is not to refiſt Lawful Authority, but to remove unlawful ; 
not to do eyil, bur to hinder it ; not to Sin, bur to prevent 
Sinnezs for doing Miſchief, and it would be very hard mea- 
ſure for a man to be dons for Gray ek a good Office. 
Biſhop Biſſon therefore ſpraking of this Text, ſays, It is not 
re, the Kings will againt Law, but according to Law that 
is forbidden. And both Barclay, and Grotins affirm phat the 
People may in diverſe Caſes refit Kings that are tyed to govern 
by Law, which they contd not do, did they think_theſe Scrip- 
tures forbad all Reſitance. 

Much indeed is faid from the Praftice of the Jews, and 
the primitive Chriſtians, and che Sul-xeftion of Servanes, but 
nothing to the purpale, tor their cale is not ours, more than 
their Government is ours ; their {ervants were 
Shves, and their Kings and Emperoms Wills were their 
Laws, their People no Magne Chartd's to ſhow, nor 
Fundamental Cum and fo could plead no myuſtice in 
any command, che Frame of the Government warranted all 
thoſe Commands that had the Royal pleaſure : Their poli- 
rical was more extenſive then their moral 
The People were wholly at the mercy of the Prince : All 
their Laws were Att of Grace, not fundamental Reſerve 
and inherent Rights, and therefore in Spiricuals they had 
no cauſe ro reſiſt, and in Temporals they might nor, as 
was obſcrv'd above. If they had been under limited Go- 
vernments as we are, we might have heard of Blows as 
well as Words, St. Pau was never fo virulent with his Ton 
guc as when he was ſmiten contrary to Law. 

Obs. 3. But the perſon of the King is ſacred, and mut# not be 
touched. 

Anf. I fay fo too, but it is his juſt power that makes him 
ſo. And therefore in dangerous rimes, he is to be countelled 
and perſwaded to ſecure himſelf, by m_—_ within the 
Sanftuary of the Laws, and holding them forth for the 
lick Good, by gaining the Aﬀettions of the people, and be- 

me 


, 
2 


EY IJ 
Ceammruth de: mater bfPooerdes is proper tothe 
Government. For if he donor, ne nay and ought to 
be delended, and reliſtance ( for the Publick Good ) of NNle- 
Commitlion'd Forces, is not relifting the Kings Perſon 
his Forces ; not his Power, but his Fotce withour power. 
F nenc would execute the Kings contraditory Commands, 
would reliſt; and it he will againſt all Juſtice 
and Perſwaſions, joyn with wicked men, and wilfully ex- 
pole himclt to the mercy of Blind Bullets, « is ro be 
ven to all, char none kill lum wittingly or wiltully ; the 
that litted him up may uot pull him down : for» 
id that any ſhould chink of killing him de indufris, or de- 
ix of his repentance, before God does, nethrng gener 
prejudice a penirent betore God, and I hope nor e men 
tas che KingsPerton and Power, will be lake in the mid(f 
ofa Civil War, not fo fate as in peaccable times, but as late 
as can conkſt with the Subjetts Right, when their Relig) 
and Laws, Liberry and are Violenly invaded. 
And bon Apemb | his perſon by their hands, 
i is bur a chance and accidental thing, which may happen 
allo in peaccable timcs. ; | 
This ſhows that Relilting the Kings illegal commilbon'd 
Forces, in drience of their own juſt Rights, is not refiſting 
the Ordinance of God, and conlequently no Sin ; and then 
the Conſcience is not tyed other wile then the Laws of the 
Land, and the particular frame of the Governmeneryes it. 
Obj. 4- But 19 refit the King or his Commiſſioners, is again# 
the Frame of the Government it being 4 Monarchy, and againſt 
the Laws and Statutes of the Realm. 
Anſw. It it be ſo, it is a great Sin, but as it is certain this is 
s Monarchy, (o it is certain that it & limited in the Found a- 
tion, otherwile the King would have all the Legiſhrive Po- 
wer, and the Parliament, no Authority or Right, but deri- 
ved from him , and then he muſt be Arbitrary, and we 
Slaves, and all out Laws mult be Adts of Grace, not Funda- 
anna] Rights: Not from any laherent Power reſerved at 


the Inflirurion to our elves, and never ſubmitted to the 
nec, but from the Gracious condeſcention of an Ablolure 
whach _— the Story of all times, which 

2 ſhow; 


| —_— Ke bor Deckared 
or to any a 
zed and Confirmed to them many 
I ſhall therefore ſuppole ( I think none can 
ficient deny ) that the King is bound by 
6 of God and Man, to Govern by the Laws, 
not iſe, neither by a Forreign Law, nor by one of 


as he governs by Law , he and all his 
from Refiſtance, the Refiſter being 


lyable to be puniſhed both by God and man ; and the ſole 
== to the King,Subjetts all bur himſelf 


ro Criminal and even hi to Civil, but his per- 
ſon and power are ſafe in both, he may be ſevere in the 

cation of the Laws many times,bur not unjuſt; As, If he will 
not ſuſpend a Burthenſom Law , or Revive an anriquated 
one, when the Publick good requires it, This may render 
him uacharitable or imprudent, but he is ſafe yer; For tho he 


be bound to proceed _— to Law, yet he is not ryed to 
proceed alwavesaccording to the beſt Merhods, wh-n there 
arediverſe. Bur it he ſtop the Courts of Juſtice, cret new 
ones, or proceed contrary to Law , he withour Au- 
thoriry and againſt his own Authority, and puts on a kind 
of a Vizard, that his Subjeftscan neither know him nor their 
Duty ; for it is the Lawsthar diret themro the Perſon of the 
King, and their own Duty, without which they could know 
neither : And ifcthe End be not the Publick Good it is down» 
right injuſtice, as well as policically powerleſs. Neceſlry 


(9) 
may juſtifie a Political unlawful Aft for the Publick 
. As incaſcof an lavaſion to burn a Garriſon rather 
it ſhould be a refuge for the Enemy, or to open Sluces 
drown a part of the Country, for though theſe things 
have not the form of Law, they have the realon , and that 
is publick Good : And therefore it is noe Law bur necetfity, 
ae he Kings Commendbes publick Good, that warrants 
theſe Ats. And when peace returns, the oC are to 
have (atisfattion made by the not as of , but 
we ah, ine _ that the Loy none ea 
pals, mi Ac fog © k 
And the parric ve reaſon —_— 
ind make no refanr, becauſe they ſhall rea double be- 
_— in the publick good, and another trom the 
Public Treakwe Bur it docs not follow, that if the King 
in an A mood , fhould command his Guards to fire 
RP be had loft an Horſc-race there, or had a 
mind to have a Bonefire, becauſe he had won one, that the 
Inhabirants might not Refiſt them. 
Obj. 5. By Law ? Not by the Lawof the Land? 
Anfe. Yes, by the Law of the Land a Perry Conſtables 
Word would he reſiſtance, berter than the Kings Com- 
mithon conld juſtifie the i] Attempe, bur A there 
were no perſon that had the Authority 
fiſtance could not be within the preſcribed Form of Govern- 
ment z yer becauſe the force is an unauthorirative force : 
And becauſc there  —_— of the End of the 
vernment then of the men may by the Law of 
ture and the Law of Reaſon proceed to the End , nor with- 
—_— but withour the Political Form, for theſe pro- 
that are according to Reaſon, are not ſimply un- 
_— but under a more extenſive Law , and that Law 
refiſtance, even of Superiours, when there is no ocher 
ea eine gl If the Caſe will admit of In- 
treaties, or ſober Coun Legal Appeals, they are to be 
uſed, bur if chere be no _— I. or if they take no 
pact, but illegal force be uſed, that force may, nay muſt be 
. orevilis conſented to. For he that will noe {erve 
be pub by that means when there 5 19 ein, co 
y 


Obj. 6. 
Anſs.l Anlwer,Rebdllion is refiſting the juſt Power of the 
and if fo then it i ion to reliſt the 

Power, for then it would be Rebellion 


Captain or a Collonel 
in the Conntry and Plunder, and it 
in the Poſſe Come. (at icalt in any. Privace 
ly ) a private Comm tO Cut 
roats would ryc our hands tillthe buſineſs were done. 
reliſting ſuch Force as has neither Moral nor Polici- 
, is nomore Rebellion then to fight againſt a wikd 
came wi _g, bares ority to devour 
The Pays nave taken —__ G—_—_ 

power of this Land, not only againſt 
of Law, bur ro the overthrow ofthe Laws ES: 
mental Rights ernment, direcuy againſt t . 
rer, wy vr gr te LS: _—_— inſh- 
ving to as an uſurping Conqueſt, it is no 
more Rebellion to retiſt them, than War Twer or FackCade: 
They are Rebels who Arm againſt the Government, not they 

that deiend it by Arms. 

Obj 7. Bat this is to mſurp the power of the Sword, which by 


the Frame of the Government is wholly in the Kings band. 
Anſw, 


a private Perſon, and Private s may reliſt luch. The 
Right is a precedent Right to all Policy, and 
ery man has fo much of it (lull, as s not given up unto 


cv 
the Palicical Power he Lives under. They therefore that 
have given themiclyes up to be govern'd by Law only,have 
Right to defend themielves, not only againſt the private af 
failant which is allowed in all Governmendyburalo againſt 
_ And this Retiſtance is no Ulurpation upon 
the iſtrares Power, beraulc it is not an At cf Civil Au- 
thoriry,bur of Natur 75>. an And it thoulands joyn in the 
Aucmpe, they are all Volunteers, a mulicude but no bod 
Corporate : and tuch as challenge no Authority over thole 
they refiſt, bur deny Subxdion to fuch unauthoricative 
Force, tor luch Force wanong Policical Power, has no pow- 
er but firength, and firength authorizes none to injure, but 
natural Right Avrhorizes every one to defend himſelf, fo 
that in this caſe, the Reidicr has a Moral Power or Warz- 
ran, bur the 1 Invader none all. 

Obi. 8. Ru the Kefiters ought not 10 do an wnlawſui Alt to 
fappreſs ſuch tlkegat force. 

Anſe. | Anteer, That Att & not funply unlawful ther 
wants Political Powcr,the Law is made for the publick Good 
as the End : And therefore, i the preſcribed means be na 
{ufficient f-r the End, the Law permirs that other reaſonable 
mcans be uſcd ; Otherwife porpie might dwell upon the Sha- 
dow till they've loft the Subltanee. The Poſe Com. ougiy 
next by the preſcribed form of Law to gointo anuther County: 
Burt i the ocher County at that time had no Sheriff, where- 
by the power of that County could no be railed to defend 
it (elf; Or it there were Ships in the Borders of the nevt 
County , to which che Plunderers might etcape if they were 
not hotly purtucd , 1} quettion not but the Poſe Corr might 
do a commendable Act to puriuc them, and tate them m 
the next County. The Law was made tr the publick 

Gel 
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Good, and not the publick Good for the Law, and chere- 
fore when the Law cannot anſwer its own End, or 
incffeftual Means, any juſt and honeſt Means may be ulcd, 
and rhis is not deſ{ruftive of the Law, but fupplerory ; not 
a violating the turm preſcribed, bur an improving it: And 
though a man may be called to account tor doing a good 
AR in ſuch a manner, I (uppolc it is but to know the truth 
of the \ mgm ban ry rt 1 nerd Laws,for 
we Fo — | in his own Conſcience, and in the 
breaſts of all good men, and a pardon in that calc docs but 
declare it is ſo,and ought of righe( not of Grace ) to be gran- 
red. For it is not neceſſary in reſpett of any Crime, bur in 
relpett of ſome defect in the Law, which had not made (ut- 
kcient proviſion for the publick Good. 

Obj. 9. But it is againf true Allegiance, and an Oath nat 
be kept yy” hurt. 

Anſw. True Allegiance muſt be proportion'd to the 
Frame of the Govenment , and the end of that Frame. 
Theretore if the Frame be to reſtrain Arbitraty Power, the 
SubxQ cannot owe Arbitrary Allegiance. Alicgiance is 
more in ſome places, and leſs in orkers,but no mai can owe 
{o much duty to his Prince as not to have a Sa/v9 for God 
and his Life, and here we can owe none that is againſt our 
Laws and the publick Good,for that would deſtroy the Go- 
vernment. Allegiance theretore muſt be bour:ded by 
our Laws, and not by the Kings Word or Will : No man 
can ſwear to obey the Kings Word or Will ſymply, bur ac- 
cording to Law. Ir would be fin torye our ſelves ro think, 
or {peak or do what he would have usat large. Ovr Alle- 
giance therefore muſt be ſuch as will confiſt with me Frame 
ot our Government, and that mult be ſuch as is couchal in 
the body of our Laws. Other Allegiancerhere can benone, 
bur what is wrapt up in Courtefies and Formalities. For it 
ſeems the King. as well as the People, is under the Law in 
lome tlenle, under the direttion of it though net under the 
conſtraint, an therefore art his Coronation, he does a kind 
of Fealty ro the Laws and Government, and {wears Alle- 
mance ro them, as to a Supream Lord. The Oath is not on- 
ly Wilt jo» gram the Laws birt will you grant and teep the Laws 

and 


(13). 
and Cutons of Eng/and, and the Anſwer is, Igrant and pro- 
iſe ro keepthem : It is cerrain therefore, no Allegiance to 
tothe King, can be againſt Law, tw which he himlclt owes 
ce 


Allegiance. 

Caſe being thus far clear, that the Allegiance ſworn 
to, is no other bur our Legal dury , it does nor hinder bur 
that we may refiſt illegal When the King of the 
Scors ſwore Allegiance to our King, it did noe deprive him 
of a juſt defence of his juſt Right og os Arms it he 
were oppreſt. And the King of Exy/and he (wore Ab 
legiance to the King of France, made no {cruple to take up 
Arms againſt his Lirge Lord, m defence of his juſt Rights : 
And the old Lawyers tells us, that the very Villain, mi 
in caſe of Rape and Murther Arm againſt his Lord, and if 
Law Arm a Villain againſt his Lord, SubjeQts are worſe 
than Villains, if they may not Armagainſt their Soveraign 
Lords legal Forces in defence of their Laws, Lives, Eſtates, 
and the publick Good, but what makes it moſt evident is the 
clauſe in King Henry's Charter. which Gays, If the King in- 
vade thoſe Rights, it is lawful for the Kingdom to riſe againt 
him, and do bim what injury they ran, 4s thauh the ow'd him 
no Allegiance ; The wordsare theſe(if my Author fail me nor) 
Licet omnibus de Kegno nofiro, contra nos infargere, & onnia 
agere qua gravamen noter reſpiciant, acf nobts in nin/lo tene- 
rent. Much to the ſame purpoſe is in King Jobv's Char- 
ter which I find thus quoced. Er 1/h Barones, cum communa 
totins terre, difringent & gravabunt Nos. Modis omnibus qui- 
bus poternnt: ſcilicet per captionem Caftrorum, terrarum, poſſe (1t- 
om, etali; modis quibus poterint, donet furrint emendatum, 
ſecundum Arl irrium eorum, ſatva per ſona noftra & Regine no- 
fre & Liberorun nfrorum. Much may be faid of this Na- 
ture abour the old Allegiance, which was all couched in He- 
mage and Fealry, bur this if enough to ſhow, that true Alle- 
giance docs not tye us from reſiſting illegal force, and intole- 
rable incroachmenrs upon our wt Rights. 

Obj. 19 But ſuch Reftance would be again# the Declaration, 
which ſays it is not Lawful upon any jretence what ſoever to take 
W Arms again# the King, &c. 

Anſs. Lat tude of the word Lawtul , cauſes the 

C (cruple 


Moral 
reſtraint, and conſequently 
licical Frame of the Government mult be Arbitrary. 
meaning therefore of this Declaration can be no ocher, 
that a man can have no civil or authority in any 
King & Bur this does 


rotake up Arms againſt the C. 
bar any man of the Natural Right of Self-defence by Pri- 
vate Arms againſt Inauthoritative 

Obj. 11. To thu ſome reply that ſeeing God bath placed the 
Governing, ( though Emited,) Power in the Kings band, no man 


may by any Natural Fight or private defence , ref bi illegal 
Force, 


(15) 
Force, Gods power nf not be refited, though ab 1/ed. 


Anſw. There is a great difference berween the Abule 

Power, and the want of Power, and therefore 

either {uppoles the Power greater than 

concludes ill. 'T he King and Parliament have ins 

Arbitrary Power ( I do noe fay Infinite, but as ex 

as the Frame of the Government will bear ) and 
a 


V, 


T 
5, 
deed 
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; 


therefore it chey make a very grievors Law ( though 
ants nar, Tat are under a moral 
itical ) neither the King nor 


in the due execution 
iden us 


there is a great difference berwixt the abuſe of 
and the Want of it. Abuſed power muſt 
be reliſted, bur force without power may. The.Politi- 
Arbitrary Pri is more extenſive than their 
Power : And this tyes the Subjet ro Non-reſiſtance, 
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Ives , nay jy ons , when 
ly invaded. Had the King an Arbicrary po- 
did abuſe ro vex the Protefants, 1 for my 

ſhould think my elf obliged co ſufter and nor reſiſt, as 
[believe did all the Primitive Chriſtians, bur ſeeing he has 
no Polrical to ule me as he liſts, and the molt ab(o- 
Iue has no moral power to do an unjuſt At ro his 
Subject. I ſhould be a ſenſclels Fool it without any obligati- 
on either hom God or Man, I ſhould ſtand blows rather 
then withſtand them. Thetruth is, Non-refiltance ftrercht 


which Fice Verſa,he that had ir cu the other who ſtood 
all the while with his hands in his Valiancly bearing 
all thc blows his Brother Fool thought good to lay on. 


C 3 2. Others 


SIS 
a 


(16) 

2. Others conclude otherwiſe againſt this DoQArine, and 
lay, the King having the ſacred Power Lodged in him, may 
notbe reſiſted, though he Att withour or againſtthar Power, 
for reverence of that juſt power of God that is in him. 

This looks like a picce of Courtſhip ro God , and imells 
more of Superſtition than Divinity; God requires no honour 
ro the prejudice of Juſtice, or the Advancement of injuſtice; 
but thistoo roo devour kind of Reverence would inable a 
bad Prince ro injure the innocent, and would Ilcave Juſtice 
defenceleſs on earth. Juſt Power is a Sanftuary indeed, bur 
the Sanfuary is of no lagger extent than the Power. This 
isevident by the Tenovur of all Commilhons, the, Granter 
muſt have a competent Power of what he grants, and that 
warrants the Exccutor to proceed to the end of the Grant, 
bur the having Power to one purpoſe, cannot a Man 
from Reiſtance, if he proceed ro another. The Chimney- 
man that is irrefiſtable in his Office , is refiſtable it he gather 
the Corn in the Town-helds : And the King that receiyes 
his Commiſhon from the King of Heaven, rt» exccute the 
Law, and ischerefore irrclt in the Execution of it, is 
JOG if he ſhut up all che Courrs of Juſtice, and a- 

his SubjxQs contrary to Law : In this caſe he Ad not 
by the Power of God. but hisown, by an Arm of fleſh , or 
the ſtrength of Wicked men ( not by any Political Power 
or Moral Power, but by the Savaye yower of a Beaſt or the 
Malicious power of Hell. And how any honour ſhould ac- 
crue ro God by a Voluntar ſubmitting to ſuch a Power is 
beyoad my comprehenſion, they are moſt likely ro honour 
God, that ſtand up moſt for his power, and will ſubmir ro 


no 

| have brought in theſe rwo Objceftions here, becauſe the 
Declaration is the moſt ſpecions and obvious plea for non-re- 
fitance, and is uſually backr with one of thele conceirs, thar 
either want of Political poxer, is but abuſe of political pow- 
er, or that a limited Political power is a Sanftuary for unli- 
mited Ations in whomſocyer ir reſts. 


Obj. 12, But to reſet ſuch Forces as are Commiſion'd by 
the King, ir againit the Royal Prerogative of the Crown. 


Anſ. 


( 27) 
Anſw. The King has no Prerogatives ( ſuch as are 
wrapt up in honvrary formaiites but what the Law gives 
him, we muſt not therefore preſume a Prerogative, and 
then conclude it Law, bur firſt find the Law, and by ic 
_ the Prerogative, and when we have found the 
'rerogative, it muſt be mcaſured by what the publick 
Good will bras, ns not by what the Abloluteneſs of the 
Prerogative wi it , no Prerogative can be ulcd 
that is againſt the Frame of the Government, or the publick 
Good : Interpretations of Law therefore ought rather to 
favour Liberty and p , than Prerogative, becauſe the 
benefiting of the Subject, comes nearer to the End of the 
Government, than the exceſhive honouring the Prince. 
Honorary Prerogatives are in their Degtee neceſſary, and 
not {uperfluous there muſt be ſomething ro maintain the re- 
yerence of Magiſtrates, but they ought to give wav to pub- 
lick Intereſt, and the reſt are nothing but powers placed in 
theKing to do good with, and not good or ill as he plca- 
ſes. A Prerogarive therefore cannot deſtroy a Law, but ic 
mav ſupply irsdefetts , pardoning a Condemned innocenr, 
or a hopctul penitent , or diſpenſing with a Law , to one 
that by particular Accident , the Law in its ri would 
undo. t no prerogative can impower the Kiny to de- 
ſtroy the peoples Liberry or property. That diſpenſin 
power that like a Seate Opinm , caſts all the Laws aſleep, a 
is an Engine of publick Miſchief, is no Prerogcative belon- 
ging the Crown of Eng/and, bur a Vice that does nor belong 
it, For it brings Guile upon the King, and dammage up- 
on the Subjet , and is a real diminution of the Dignities of 
the Crown : Foritand fich like, ſerve only to impower 
the King ro do Miſchict with, ſecurely; Thar is, they give an 
Immunity from puniſhment bur not from Guile. As ſup 
poſe the King, by ſuch a claimed Prerogarive, ſhould ſhut up 
all the Courrs of Juſtice,ſo that none could be had, he miche 
be free from puniſhment bur not from Guile: he is clear 
Neceſſity only, not by Right, the Caſe Tranſcends the 
me of the Government, none can iudge him that has 
neither equals nor Superiours, and to he cicapes. Borauſe 
he cannot be puniſhed , not becauſe he deſerves .f _ 
ws 


SO 


(18) 
Thus the pretended Prerogative beſpatters him and { 
leaves him. 


Obj. 13. Bur it if again#t the Supremacy, for the Supreme 
ought to have the Supreme credit, both in judging what is Law, 
and what is for the Publick Good. 


Anfw. As the King is Supreme in the I xecutive part, 6 
the Parliament have a ſhare in the Legiſhuve, which Ike 
to be the very Apex of Supremacy, and « they 
ought to have their ſhare in interpreting Laws as well as the 
King or his Judges: becauſe none knows the macaning ſo 
well as che it they be alive , and it they be dead, 
none know the publick Necelluics lo well, none (o unlikely 
to deccive or be deceived being {o numerous, none likely 
to be {o faithful, and fo unlikely wo be corrupted, having 
i ——_— the publick ante nony Oy to wy 

in working a compliance in the peoples hearrs, fe- 
ing it is in efte&t their own Determination; Bur yer 
cannot do « without the King, for that would place his Par- 
liament above himlclt. 


in 
tive, he is the head 


Commiſſion an | It may be good Manners 
to fall upon what he directs chem to firſt, bur if an 
thing 5_gaon Ry rogue Ghar, uy mal! 
wave a Complement to do a i to the publick 
Inccreſt which they could nor do , were 7 
Commiſſomers, and received] their power t 
from him: Ic is wmatural for the ſtream to ſtop t 


Fountain head, But fceing they AR by their own inhe+ 


(19) 
rent power, when met, they can reſtrain the King that he 
cannoe make a Law Sch = ge ſuch an incer- 


of any , cither by hi or his Judges, as ſhall 
ther che Subj to follow, or is op Da os por in 4 
ment, for ſuch In is part of t c Pow- 
TE IpILIT Du ASD 
the Ki uthority to bin neerpretations, for 
Law, vpon the SubjeRt, he might at pleaſure clude any 
law, and Law be but a Sconce for Arbitr. 
Power : The Opinion indeed of the Jurlges is rev 1 
but not irreverſible. None can finally bind an TR, = 
on on the Subjett but thoſe that can make Law : Cre- 
fore if the King and Parliment difter about the ſcnſe 
of a Law, it +4 =p. me decided till both agree in one 
ſenſe. Bur that ſenſe that is really for the Publick Good, 
has the Righe of a Law, though not the Form, and they 
that juſtific ſuch an Interpretation, are juſtifiable by the 
Law of Nature, for though it tranſcend the procels of 
Counts, and cannot have the force of a political Law, yer 
Reaſon ( Nankinds prime Law ) juſtifies Men to a 
Publick Good before a private intereſt, and what is for 
the publick Good , they that feel are belt able to 


j. 14. But it is Diſobedience. 


Anſw. Diſobedience to a Lawful Command is a Grie- 
yous Crime, and a Sin, bur it may be a great 
duty to difobcy an unlawful Conumand. ience is due 
as far as the Law requires, rr kanye wary La ad a pasti- 
cular perſon mult ſuffer , rather then Honour , and 
Majeſtic of the Prince ſhould be brought into contempt, 
for noun Os Law does not bind to t i, yer Conlcience 
and R do, the publick Intereſt mult be N 
tonne # nf eye gm =o - 
contempt t it prejudice particular 
ſuch conterpe may ariſc from a juſt nrardary er 
ence in ſome ſmall and fingle Inftances, and may be of 
worſe conicquence to the publick , than a private lojury, 


( 20 ) 

bur if the thing commandcd tend to deſtory the Goverh- 
ment, or introduce a Jour Calamity , Dilobedience 
becomes a Duty , and ſuch commands ( in this Goyern- 
ment) are Morally, Politically , and Divinely power- 
les; and the Diſobedient in tuch a cafe, docs the King 
as good Scryice, as he that Diſcovers Treaſon , for he 
gives him notice thas his foot is entering into a ſnare, and 
that his Preſervation ſtands in defiſting, and repenting it 
h: would bur heed it; And if the Dilobedience be once 
Good, the higher ir gocs the berrer it is , continuing till 
Good, it is abſurd ro go from Good to Worle exten- 
lively. Diſobedience that is , bs till berrer as it is 
more likely to prevent the Evil. And then Diſobedience 
Defenſive, is doubtleſs better than Pathve, tor that woull 
introduce the Evil Voluncarily, that is, chey that were 
not willing to do it themſelves, were yer willing to ler 
others do it, and how far this can clear chem I tee nor. 
For though it is not a downright conſenting to ſubvert 
the Government, yet it is a conſenting that it ſhall be 
cone, rather then they will run the hazard to defend it, 
or ent ir, which is bur Pilare-like, to waſh their 

of what their hearts tell them they are acceſſary 
to. 


Obj. 15. But War « hurtful to the State. 


Anſs. The Arm that is broke cannot ſet it (elf , nor 
can he thar ſers ir, ſer it by any Natural Power derived 
from the » bur by a Violent Diſturbing chem a- 
gain, the :ſerrer is oft forct ro pull them turther 
aludder ere he can joyn them well, and fo it is when 
wicked men have disjoynted and broken the Bones of 


Stare, the languiſhing Law cannot reſtore it ſelf , nor 
can thoſe that leck to reſtore it, reſtore it withour doing 
nes - boqoy my Tt, —_— do that 

tolence than to let them grow Cr or Gangreen. 
He that has taken Poyſon muſt ſuffer the Violence of a 
. Vomit , and they that are ſick muſt be made ficker oft 
betore they can be made well : The prejudice — 


fr 
on 


tht Ph HRT 


may ind, 


dangerous 
leaſure, and 


Ga 


he people to rebel at þ 


44 or 
_ the Sane of the Government. 


ghe can open no way 
ngup a 


deſperate Diſeaſe 


and the 
Do 
icrity, 
16. But it is an _miiſafe 41d 


ri 
5, & 
macn. to take 


EF: 
legal Forc 
ing of 


Bet 


—*Y 


| PH at 


hc. mana! —_s ca =” — had NN WTO 


COTE 
Te 
THE TH FE 
Abi 
Tt 2) 
HeURaR ; 
Ha ks : TI Hi 


PHE HHH 
Sj yo i 


SERGE FS 
EF ELYS 


{Hh 


RY 


Ter *y 
by 


rithpt 
|; 


"Hg; 


7 


fatisfie both King and People, 


of al but what ly 


+ iſh: FTONSt FRE F BI 


Mea 


of -« 


wi 
nd caule cnoveg 


all Wie HAD LEIHz 
$4342 ER AT rag RR [47 


ences, they 
caleenow 2 


M 


RL AB CAZASLZEBS.. CL EL ._NcNSDC_M ES IE LC EF EE SMSEzES Ei 


5 
: 


{51 


: 


| { 
"PR FLEE | 


ry would 
though nor with ef 
King were | , either 


? 
Hf 
T 
{1 


4 
PF 


bur to Pert and 
ro him 
beggeri feives, impov 
vi het you had ro the Devils ſervice, an il] ground 
y hopes to ſtand upon. 


,f 
* 
A 


This Dodtrine renders Government prejudicial rothe 
_— " Mankind, depriving them ot all juſt de- 
e: the gm core bars them of Lepal defence, and 
tance bars ot Corporal and 
ſo man( under one of the beſt Gov ts in the World) 
is left naked in the midſt of ſavage beaſts ( for homo a= 
and muſt not though he be able 1nake any deience tos hin 
ſelf. us all the Rights of Society and Nature, arc (a- 
crifced to theluſt and rage of a wicked King, and his evil 
Inſtruments, and the body Politick is really in a worſe 
condition, than an un-limized muletade, for they may 
defend themſelves ( if they will ) againſt any enemy , bur 
theſe have an enemy, and may not defend themlelve: 
t h in never ſo wſt a cauſe, and what is worſt of al 
muſt hold their own hands, whilſt others cut their T hroats, 
La#N, This Dottrine would make all Monarchs Ar- 
bitrary en. and alike in cfict, tor it the Subjects 
may not (nor ought not it thev were ablc) refit the Prince 
any further, than by refuſing to joyn with him , then he 
were Arbitrary, and might do what he pleay'd withour op- 
polt- 
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